The emergency department as an asthma surveillance tool at the community level: a decline in the burden of pediatric asthma in halifax, Canada.
We report pediatric emergency department (PED) asthma visit and inpatient asthma (AS) admission data in our area over a 5-year period. AS visits decreased by 33.9%, AS admissions by 24.6%, both significant compared with the decline in elementary school enrollment. The decrease in asthma visits was due to a decrease in the number of asthmatic patients, not a decline in repeat visits, or use of alternate venues of care. Explanations include a decrease in the burden of disease or an improvement in ambulatory care, but not alternate treatment venues or improvement in acute (PED) care. Readily available, emergency department data are useful in the community surveillance of asthma.